
August 4,1998 

General Counsel 
Federal Elections Commission 
999 E Street NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

n 

hil, 
u3 Dear Sir or Madarm: 

On behalf of the 'Washington State Democratic Part, E request that you investigate United 
States Congressional candidate, Ron Taber, of the 9"' District in Washington State for 
failure to file with the Federal Elections Commission. 

It has come to my attention that Mr. Taber announced his candidacy and beg= his 
campaign spending without filing a report with the FEC. It is my understanding that a 
candidate is not required to file with the FEC unless he has raised or spent more t h n  
$5,000. The following evidence suggests Mr. Taber has exceeded the $5,000 limit: 

e Distribution of printed materials including a tri-fold color brochure, a full-color 
business card and a flyer noting it was indeed paid for by Ron Taber for Congress 
(attachment a) 

e Involvement in the Renton Riverdays P d e  with a participation fee of$SO. His 
participation included a pick-up tmck covered with yapd signs 

8 Installation of email and website With the following addresses: hberhq.tcmet.com 
and h ~ : l l t c ~ e t . c o ~ - ~ ~ r h q f  

e Campaign appearances have been made across the state yet no brave1 expenses have 
been indicated 

0 Failed to report a minimum of $1,367 in cagdidate filing fees required by the 
Washington State Secretary ofstate 

e Reference by a reporter to a staffperson, indication payroll expenses (attachment b) 
8 Reference to a campaign headquarters, the value O f  which. should be disclosed even if 

location is personal home (attachment c) 

With this evidence, it seems probable that at least $5,000 has been raised and/ofspent by 
the Ron Tahr for Congress campaign. I mi confident that, &er fuvther investigation, 
you will discover a violation ofthe Federal Elections Commission laws has occmsd. I 



would appreciate prompt attention to this matter as ii is critical io the political process 
that voters know where a candidate raises and spends his or her money. Thank you for 
your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Be&ndt 
Chairman, WSDCC 

Enclosure 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 4th DAY OF AUGUST, 1998, 
gton 

Washington, Countv of Ktng, residing 
a t  Seat t l e .  My comission explres 2 /1 /99  
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